
Lil and Andre Arsenault 

The Arsenaults have recently returned to the 

Steinbach region and to SUC after living “half way 

between Gimli and Selkirk” for 11 years. They 

describe returning to SUC as “coming home.” Before 

retirement in 2003, Andre had spent 30 years in the 

RCMP, retiring as a Staff Sargent. Lil had a variety of 

careers, including 12 years working in various roles 

in the RCMP and various jobs in hospitals. When she 

retired, she was working as a paramedic in 

Steinbach. 

Lil was the middle child of 8 children in a Swampy 

Cree family in Norway House First Nation. She was 

born prematurely at 2 ½ pounds. She spent her first 

weeks living in a shoe box filled with moss and 

warmed in the wood stove. Her parents were 

committed to providing their children with a good 

education, despite the fact that they had not 

attended school past grade 4. Lil and all her siblings 

have a high school education and all have had 

prestigious careers. Her father was the first 

Aboriginal magistrate in Manitoba. 

Andre was “the second oldest” in a family of two 

children in Nova Scotia. He followed his big brother’s 

path and joined the RCMP at the age of 20. After 

training and stints in Dauphin and St. Rose, he was 

stationed in Norway House. It took Lil and Andre 9 

months to start dating but in 2015, they will have 

been married 40 years. 

Lil has been a member of the United Church all her 

life. When she was young, the family had to walk 8 

miles to attend the closest United Church but they 

always attended Sunday services. In the 1960s, the 

United Church purchased a bombardier so that a 

minister could provide church services in Lil’s 

grandmother’s house. At the age of 15, Lil was 

required to move to Teulon to live in a United Church 

residential school because Norway House did not 

have schooling past grade 8. She says that this was 

the first time she saw cars or experienced electricity. 

Andre’s career in the RCMP meant that he and his 

family moved often to several posts in Manitoba. This 

also meant that they had to transfer their 

membership in the United Church 8 different times. 

Lil and Andre said that the frequent moves meant 

they can adapt readily to new situations and they 

have made friends across the province. Andre 

attributes his time in the RCMP as providing the 

opportunity to “see a lot of life.” 

The Arsenaults are happy to live closer to their two 

sons, Trevor and Scott, as well as their daughter-in-

law and two granddaughters. They are particularly 

proud of their sons. Lil commented that their sons 

“survived the shuffle” of moving so often and are 

both “good people.” 

Lil recently co-authored a book to portray the 40 

years that Norway House First Nation has 

commemorated in an annual festival the role of York 

boats to the economy and social history of that 

community.                       Continued bottom of page 3… 
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Where do you find 
baseball mentioned in 

the Bible? 
 

In the Big Inning 
 

Where do you find 
coffee mentioned in the 

Bible? 
 

He Brews 
 

Who was the shortest 
person in the Bible? 

 

Knee High Miah 
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Lil and Andre   … continued from page 1        

This pictorial view of 40 years of the festivals shows the 

community of Norway House First Nation as a vibrant, 

creative and giving community.  

Andre has recently struggled with some health challenges, 

particularly the effects of macular degeneration. He is 

pleased to spend some “quiet time” in their new home in 

the country. He is looking forward to gardening and 

spending times outdoors in the coming year. Lil looks 

forward to a double knee replacement in 2015 to make it 

possible for her to do the physical work in the yard she so 

enjoys. 

If you haven’t already done so, please take the time to 

welcome Andre and Lil back to SUC! 

 

As part of her 4H experience, April Burnell learned to quilt 

with Sheila Isaak. April enjoyed the experience so much 

that she decided to invite those interested to join her and 

Sheila to form a SUC quilting group. The “Quirky Quilters” 

group has been meeting all summer approximately twice 

a month. We have learned many quilting techniques 

(Sheila is an amazing teacher) and we have very much 

enjoyed getting to know one another better. Currently 

people in the group are working on a quilt to donate to 

MCC to send to Russia. We hope to contribute some of our 

quilting efforts to banners for the church down the road. 

If you are interested in joining the group or just want to 

visit us sometimes, please contact any of the present 

members (April and Bev Burnell, Sheila Isaak, Claire 

Zimmerman, Carolien Westerbeek, Eleanor Penner, or 

Barbara Paterson). 

 

 

Quirky Quilters Steinbach United Young Adults 

The SUC Young Adults group was the idea of 

Kat Klassen who presented the notion to 

Evelyn Paton. They worked with Ken Paton, 

Reverend George, and Barbara Paterson to 

bring together adults between the age of 18 

and 30 for the purposes of sharing issues that 

are central to young adults in the church. To 

date we have had great times getting to know 

one another as we participated in a Greek-

themed night, enjoyed the hospitality of Ethel 

Teetaert at Lilac resort, and met for lunch to 

plan activities for the next year. The energy, 

commitment to faith, and creative gifts of 

these young people is an inspiration to the 

older adults who work with them.  

 In the next 12 months, the Young Adults will 

be meeting with various couples within the 

SUC congregation to discuss their experience 

of maintaining a God-centred marriage, 

particularly in challenging times. They will also 

be planning a retreat and working with the 

Worship Team to imagine and deliver a 

worship service.  If you know of young adults 

who would like to join the group’s activities, 

please ask them to contact Kat Klassen or 

Evelyn Paton.  

 

“Do not let anyone look down on you because you 
are young, but be an example for other believers 
in your speech, behavior, love, faithfulness, and 
purity.”                          1 Timothy 4:12 

 



 

◄ September ~ October 2014 ~ November ► 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1  
 

2  
 

3  
 

4  
Pie Pick up 
between 10 and 
12 AM 

5  
Worship service 
at 1030 – World 
Wide 
Communion 
Sunday 

6  
 

7  
2:00 PM 
Prayer shawl 
ministry 
gathering 

8  
 

9  
 

10  
 

11  
 

12  
Thanksgiving 
Worship service 
at 1030 - 
Baptism 

13  
 

14  
Pastoral Care 
Committee: 3:15 
PM 

15  
Drive Away 
Hunger – If you are 
able to drive for this 
project, contact Bev 

at 204 422-6250 
 

16  
 

17  
Affirm Movie Night 
4 Morley Ave 
Mitchell 
6:30 till 9:00 
Contact Aleasha @ 
326-3553 

18  
 

19  
Worship 
service at 
1030 

20  
 

21  
 

22  
Sing song at 
Bethesda. Meet at 
2:45 PM 

23  
Choir practice for 
Christmas choir 
Men: 7:00 PM 
Women: 7:30 PM 

24  
 

25  
 

26  
Worship service at 
1030 

27  
 

28  
9:00 AM Nutty 
Club breakfast for 
women at All D’s. 
Contact M. Funk 
for information 

29  
 

30  
 

31  
 

Notes: 

 

“One More Step Along the Way I Go” Here we are in October. It seems like just yesterday that I first began 

imagining a new relationship with the faith family here at Steinbach United. How very exciting the journey to 

this point has been. It seems like every week there is a new reason to be happy about what the spirit is saying 

and doing among us. This excitement is sure to grow as we move through fall and into the season of Advent. 

I have been both pleased and proud to participate with the many persons and groups providing leadership 

and service in and around our faith community. From the very young to the very old, there seems to be a 

desire and determination to have things go forward in a positive and creative manner. This attitude is good 

news not just for us, but also for our families, friends and neighbours. 

If there is any way in which I can support or encourage you, please take a moment to let me know. I am here 

as a person ready to offer my insight and experience as a resource to your hopes for today and for all the days 

which we have yet to share in our commitment to the good news from God.            George 
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